
New Vine Fellowship Sermon Outline November 10, 2024 
MESSAGE: IMITATING GOD pt 5 

I. FOUNDATION:  
 A. GOD SAYS…          1 John 5:11-12 (NLT)  
11 And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has 
the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life.  

B. ONE Way!          John 14:6 (NLT)  
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me”  
 

II. REVIEW: NEW LIFESTYLE  
 A. Imitate God          Ephesians 5:1 (NLT)  
1 Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children.  

B. Christ’s Example          Ephesians 5:2 (NLT)  
2 Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for 
us, a pleasing aroma to God.  

C. Deception          Ephesians 5:6-7 (NLT)  
6 Don’t be fooled by those who try to excuse these sins, for the anger of God will fall on all who disobey him.  
7 Don’t participate in the things these people do.  
 D. Live In Lord’s Light          Ephesians 5:8-9 (NLT)  
8 For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of light! 9 For 
this light within you produces only what is good and right and true.  
 

III. REVIEW NEW LIFESTYLE 
A. Evil Days          Ephesians 5:15-17 (NLT)  

15 So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. 16 Make the most of every 
opportunity in these evil days. 17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do.  
 B. Scoffers Coming          2 Peter 3:3 (NLT)  
3 Most importantly, I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, mocking the truth and 
following their own desires.  

C. Teach Truth          2 Timothy 4:2-4 (NLT)  
2 Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and 
encourage your people with good teaching. 3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound 
and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them 
whatever their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths.  

D. Holy Spirit Life          Ephesians 5:18-20 (NLT)  
18 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, 19 singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts. 20 And 
give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

 
 
 
 



IV. FAMILY RELATIONS  
 A. Submission          Ephesians 5:21 (NLT)  
21 And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  

B. Relationships          Colossians 3:18-23 (NLT)  
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting for those who belong to the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your 
wives and never treat them harshly. 20 Children, always obey your parents, for this pleases the Lord. 21 
Fathers, do not aggravate your children, or they will become discouraged. 22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters 
in everything you do. Try to please them all the time, not just when they are watching you. Serve them sincerely 
because of your reverent fear of the Lord. 23 Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working 
for the Lord rather than for people.  

C. Wives          Ephesians 5:22-24 (NLT)  
22 For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For a husband is the head of his wife as 
Christ is the head of the church. He is the Savior of his body, the church. 24 As the church submits to Christ, so 
you wives should submit to your husbands in everything.  

D. Husbands          Ephesians 5:25-29 (NLT)  
25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave up his life for her 26 to 
make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. 27 He did this to present her to himself as a 
glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault. 28 In 
the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies. For a man who loves his wife 
actually shows love for himself. 29 No one hates his own body but feeds and cares for it, just as Christ cares for  

E. United with Christ          Ephesians 5:30-32 (NLT)  
30 And we are members of his body. 31 As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and mother and is 
joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.” 32 This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way 
Christ and the church are one.  

F. Understanding          1 Peter 3:7 (NLT)  
7 In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives. Treat your wife with understanding as you live 
together. She may be weaker than you are, but she is your equal partner in God’s gift of new life. Treat her as 
you should so your prayers will not be hindered.  

G. One Mind          1 Peter 3:8 (NLT)  
8 Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. Love each other as brothers and sisters. 
Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude.  

H. Marriage Finale          Ephesians 5:33 (NLT)  
33 So again I say, each man must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.  

 
ASIDE:  
1 Corinthians 7:1-6 (NLT)  
1 Now regarding the questions you asked in your letter. Yes, it is good to abstain from sexual relations. 2 But 
because there is so much sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman should have 
her own husband. 3 The husband should fulfill his wife’s sexual needs, and the wife should fulfill her husband’s 
needs. 4 The wife gives authority over her body to her husband, and the husband gives authority over his body 
to his wife. 5 Do not deprive each other of sexual relations, unless you both agree to refrain from sexual 
intimacy for a limited time so you can give yourselves more completely to prayer. Afterward, you should come 
together again so that Satan won’t be able to tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 6 I say this as a 
concession, not as a command.  
 



V. LIFE RELATIONS  
 A. Children          Ephesians 6:1-3 (NLT)  
1 Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is the right thing to do. 2 “Honor your 
father and mother.” This is the first commandment with a promise: 3 If you honor your father and mother, 
“things will go well for you, and you will have a long life on the earth.”  

B. Fathers (Parents)           Ephesians 6:4 (NLT)  
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, bring them up with the 
discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.  

C. Slaves (Workers)          Ephesians 6:5-8 (NLT)  
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with deep respect and fear. Serve them sincerely as you would serve Christ. 
6 Try to please them all the time, not just when they are watching you. As slaves of Christ, do the will of God 
with all your heart.  
7 Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. 8 Remember that the 
Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do, whether we are slaves or free.  

D. Masters (Bosses)          Ephesians 6:9 (NLT)  
9 Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Don’t threaten them; remember, you both have the same Master in 
heaven, and he has no favorites.  
 

VI. FINAL WORD  
 A. Be Ready          Matthew 24:33 (NLT)  
33 In the same way, when you see all these things, you can know his return is very near, right at the door.  

B. Citizens of Heaven          Philippians 3:20-21 (NLT)  
20 But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to 
return as our Savior. 21 He will take our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like his own, 
using the same power with which he will bring everything under his control.  

C. Alpha and Omega          Revelation 21:5-7 (NLT)  
5 And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write 
this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” 6 And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of 
life. 7 All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my 
children.  
 


